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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Today I want to give a brief summary and discussion of the truths that we saw last week.  Please keep last week’s letter out so that you can read the Bible verses that I will not repeat here.  From those wonderful verses we know that:
1.) God knew us before we were conceived in the womb.

2.) God set the days that were ordained for us before we were born.

3.) God established the time of our life here and where we would be living and traveling.

4.) God prepared good works for us to do before we were born.

5.) God knows all about us including when I sit down and stand up, what I am thinking, where I go, where and when I sleep, and what I will say before I say it!

Knowing all of the above, where does that leave us?  Do we become robots and try to just let what happens happen?  No, we are not robots.  We still have the ability to make decisions within God’s plan.  God knows all contingencies but His plan is not contingent upon us doing something.  Even when I sin and do not act like a child of God, He stays in Plan A.  During the time allotted to us by God we can make great choices and receive many blessings during our stay or we can make bad choices and receive the consequences of those choices here.   Praise the Lord; He did make sure that we would participate in some good works (see number 4 above) so that we would have some rewards to cast at the feet of Jesus after our death.  During my time here I will be disciplined by God and I will learn more about how to “walk the talk”, meaning that my actions before other people will reflect the new being that I am in Jesus Christ.  
We saw from some writings of James that we are not to govern our life with selfish ambition for those directions are from the evil one.  But we are to have ambition that will drive us to participate fully in the sanctification work of the Holy Spirit in our life.

2Cor 5:9 “Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.”
1Thess 4:11 “and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;”

We should also have an ambition to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ but not out of the selfish ambition stated in the James quotation above.  We should always be alert to any way that we can participate in the justification of some other person and then to disciple them.
Knowing also that all of our works will be judged after death, we should all be under conviction to abstain from evil and to try to live a life free of sin.  I know that I will not be successful in being sinless for only Jesus could achieve that work.  But I know that my presence in heaven is not dependent upon my works because I have trusted in the works of Jesus so that I will be acceptable before God.  However, I will still suffer loss in that judgment day:

1Cor 3:13 “each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.

1Cor 3:14 If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.

1Cor 3:15 If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.”
From all of the above I know that I can trust God with a confidence that allows me not to have any fear as I do my best to live a life that reflects the fact that I am a child of God.  I totally trust Him knowing that He loves me because the work of Jesus Christ has resulted in my salvation and one day I will be glorified as I stand before Him.  So, “living life to the fullest” to me means living life with a confidence that when I am before Him I will hear Him say to me: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  I pray that the same will be true of us all.  
